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their uncle praised highly, and which he answered gaily and amusingly. The shadowy cloud, too, which had prevented the brother and sister from seeing each other clearly, dispersed for ever; and one of Honore's letters to Laure about this time contains the loving words, "As far as you are concerned, every day is your festival in my heart, companion of my childhood, and of my bright as well as of my gloomy days." *
It  is  curious to notice that Balzac's  thoughts now turned to those faithful friends of his youth, who   had  in late  years  passed   rather into   the background of his life.    He wrote a  long letter to  Madame Delannoy,  who had been a mother to him in the struggling days of his half-starved youth.    He had paid off the debt he owed her, but he said he would never be able to thank her adequately  for her tenderness  and  goodness   to him.    He thought also of Dablin, his early benefactor ; and he remembered the old days at Frapesle, and wrote Madame Carraud a most  affectionate letter, sending messages of remembrance to Borget and to the Commandant Carraud, and inquiring about his old acquaintance Periollas. The Carrauds, like others  in those revolutionary days, had lost money; and Balzac explained that though owing to his illness he had been forbidden to write, he felt obliged to disobey his doctor's commands, that Madame  Carraud  should not   believe   that true friends can ever fail each other in trouble.    He
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17account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
